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‘ tegording the Shingse offwhore islands oequrred at the ond of Ju 


Thia ogunsnt gomuieta oF iO ee pages. 


Noe i. of Be copics, Seriss _4/..-. 


United States Poldey Concerning Chinese Off-Shore isle 
Hald by the Hatlonsl Governnent of China, 1950-1952 


In January 1960, after the Chinese Rationalist forces bad 
Tacten, President Truman publicly annowneed thet American forae: 





one 6 
would 


not interfere in the existing situation around Tadwan and that the 
advice 


United States would extend no additional military assistanes or 


to the Ghinese Nationalists, The outbreak of the Korean wer, iba 


caused the President on June 27, 1950 to announce the newtrali 
of Taiwan, which involved orders to the Seventh Fleet to proven 
attack, on Taiwan and to gee that the Chinese Gevartment on Tad 
"“eeane- all air and aen oparations against the mainland". tn 


tion 
ony 
woud 


inplenan— 


ting this poldey, the United States decided that Penghu should be re- 


gorde@ ag having the same status as Taiwan but that United States 





aread forces should nob be committed to the defense of tha Nationslist 
held islands inmediately adjsceut to the Chinese maindand,’ although 
the United States would impose no obstacles to efforts by the Chinese 


sumed foress to defend theas offshore island posttiana. 
The firat serious incident bearing on this United States 


when 4 Tatped newspaper reported that the Chinese Air Force had 
more then 150 Commmist ships in the area of Quewoy Igland, so) 


to frustrate an invasion attempt against that island.” The Depart 
theough Eabusay Taipei, reane fall information from the Chix 






Foreign Offies, which oxplained thet the reason for the benting was the 


eomontvation of Communist shipping in preparation for a 


invasion of Quency, after an earlier Communist landing attempt on 2 
- amadler nearby igland had been poo yreaa The Department eeealaee 
the explanation unsatisfactory and the bombings to be upside the 


ouepete of "defensive action", but it ludgead no protest. 
The new altuation regarding Taiwan led to renowed. military 


assistance to the Chinese National Government, following atudy of 





Tq GINGRE, Avay tel. JOS 29868, July 13, 1980, top secret: 
j 


le 
ad 





drat —- prepared in the Office of 


hiness Affairs, duly 13, 
i 


' 


eee Taipei, tals, 34, duly 10, and 7%, duly 17, confidential; 
to Taipei, tole, os daly 21, ond 61, July 22, 1950, confidential and 


top secret. 
Ieeon Taiped, tal. 159) July 31, 1950, plain, 


4fq Taipei, tal. 95, duly 31, 1990, confidential; frou as 


tela. 140, Auge 3, and 1968, Auge 4, 1950, both top amet et 
50 Taipel, tol. 193, Auge 28, 1950, top secret. 





lO 


invade the continent. 


the possible political impliecatione, but there appears to have 


Ry 
in this ceunection, Little. if umgy political disaussion with ir 


to the offshore islands. Ganeral Machrthur told W. Averell | 

special representative of the President, in a conversation in % 
on Angust 20, 1980, that he head mo intention of recommending mi 
equipment for anything other than the defense of Taiwan and the 


HED » 
yO 





this — 


would in no sexse increase the ability of the Chinese Government to 


United States poliey changed following the massive Chinese 


Conmuhiet intervention in Korea late in 1950, NSC 48/5, adopted on 
Hay 17, 1951, indieated that the United States would deny Taivan to 


any Chinase regime sligned with or dominated by the JaSR; would 


leontinus 


the mission asaigned to the Seventh Fleat as leng as required by United 


States security interests; would provide "military and eeononmle 
ance to increase the potential of the Ghinese Forces on Formosa 


aaslot. 
for 


the defense of Formosa and for such other uses as may be determined", 


and would develop "plans for pcasible counteraction", including 
Nationalist participation, in premration for "possible Chinese 
aggvesgion outaide Korea't,? 





During 1952 the United States tacitly encouraged Chinese MN 
offensive operations against the Gommunist~held offshore island 


of the offshore islande in ite possession.® On April 11, 1952, 
Taipei inquired as to whet extent, ond with what, if any, logis 


and 
specifically encouraged the Ghinese Government to stiffen the. Estas 


defend the islands of Quemoy, Matsu, and Tachen.? About one mo 
the Administration informed the Embassy that (1) the United Sta 
hoped that the Chinase Govertment would defand augh islands; (2 
States military representatives in Taiwan should give the Ghine 


support, the United States should encourage the Chineas vou ae to 


Ghi nese 
Gonmmnd et 


tlonalist 


basay 
foal. 


bh Later 
ae 
United 


Government whatever encouragement and advice they could in connection 


with the defense of the reference lelands, consenting to the co 


ment by the Chinese Nationalist forces of Limited quantities of | 


be 
Litary 


aid material te assist in their defense, provided that the defense of 





Igeo also tel, 507 to Taipei, Jan. 7, 1952, secret, and tel. 


3072 to Manila, Apr. 7, 1952, top secret. 
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“concerning a suggestion in early 1951 by Vice Admiral Struble, 


eomander of the Seventh Fleet, that the Chinese Nationalists 
greater freedon of action in taking defensive measures against 


given 


maine 
land invasion build-up, see Struble to Joy (COMNAVFE), Navy tel, 1653/ 


1718, Feb. 27, 1951, top seorst. 
*Prom Taipei, tel. 1307, Apr. 11, 1952, secret. 








wim 


_ Taiwan and Penghu was not jeppardized; and (3) while direct support. 
involving United States personnel could not be given the Chinese 
Government in defending the islands,it should be pointed out tha the 
United States una rendering vital indirect support in training and 
saudlaping Ghinese Nationalist forces which were availeble to detent 

ROR y | Gee 
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| 
Defense of the Natdonaliateheld islands was so breedly interpreted 

by Chinese and United States officials that email hit~and-run attacks 
against Communiat positions were staged during 1952 by forces wader the 
control of the Chinese Government. The official Nationalist Chinese 
News Gervice annoumaed in New York in early February 1953 that during 
the previous year anti-Communist raiders had “temporarily occupied" 
2i Communist olties, 350 villages, and 9 islands, and had captured or 
destroyad considerable equipment and facilities.< Indsed, a miuber of 
Ghinese Sationslist attacks against the San Jih Islands, held by the 
Pelping regime, in October 1952 resulted in questioning by the British 
Government as to whether such raida wore not a violation ef the joriginal 
order issued by Fresident Truman. The United States postion was that 
these raids were not in contravention of the order bessuse (a) they 
were not directed against the Communist mainland and (b) they had not 

ieinated either in Taiwan or Penghu.? 
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_ Thevett (Defense) to Adheson, letter, May 9, 1952, top searet, with 
foligwing attachments: Memorandum from the Joint Chiefs of Staff to 
the Searetary of Defensa, May 6, 1952, top sedrety undated draft mosaage 
to Embassy Talpel, top secret; aml undated memorandum, "Pertinent 
Extracts from Various Directives Relative to the Defense of Formosa 
and the Peseadorss?, top secret. Perkins (GA) te Allison (FE), |memorandun, 
May &, 1952, top acoret. To Taipei, tel. 613, May 9, 1952, top|secret. 


"Nou York Timon, Feb. 4, 1953» 


7Yemorandun by MeGonaughy (GA) of conversation with Tomlingon 
(Britieh Enbassy), Nov. 20, 1952, secret. See also Ringwalt (Counselor 
of Enbassy London) te Assietent Secretary Allison (Fi), letter, Feb. 5, _ 
1953, aeeret, with secret attachnent, “Neutralisation of Formosa". 
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